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Bayford, Edwin Goldthorpe
Barnsley, 1865
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A draper by trade, Bayford was a man of many parts but is primarily
remembered for his knowledge of local history - especially old Barnsley,
and of entomology, in which capacity he was an acknowledged authority
on beetles.

Bayford spent some of his early years serving his apprenticeship in
various towns but returned to Barnsley in 1892 to manage his father's
shop, retiring forty seven years later.

His first love was always entomology, joining the Barnsley Naturalists' &
Scientific Society in 1883 and remaining the society's leading light
virtually until his death. He was also a prominent member of the
Yorkshire Naturalists' Union, becoming President in 1936. He
contributed many articles to various entomology and natural history
journals although relatively few relating specifically to the Barnsley area.

Edwin Bayford's historical and literary interests were wide ranging but
he had a particular fondness for dialect studies, becoming a member of
the Yorkshire Dialect Society. He was an avid collector of any
documents relating to the history of his home town and had a wide circle
of correspondents.

He served on Barnsley's Public Library Committee for many years and

in October 1954 was presented to the Queen and Prince Philip on their
visit to Barnsley, a mark of the esteem in which he was held in the town.

John Coldwell

Barnsley Archives and Local Studies, Central Library, Shambles
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