
HOUSING 
STRATEGY  
2014-2033 



3 

4 

CONTENTS 

ExECUTIvE SUmmAR Y 

WHY dOES BARNSlEY NEEd A HOUSING STRA  TEGY?  

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO dO ABOUT IT?        

WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppOR   T BARNSlEY’S pEOplE?  

HOW WIll WE mAkE THE HOUSING STRA   TEGY HAppEN?  

8 

12 

20 

30 



5 

HOUSING STRATEGY 2014–2033

4 

 

 

 

 

ExECUTIvE SUmmAR Y 

Working together for a brighter 
future, a better Barnsley is our 
vision at Barnsley metropolitan 
Borough Council. We’ll achieve 
this by growing the economy, 
improving people’s potential 
and achievement, and changing 
the relationship between the 
council and the community. 

OUR vISION 

Our vision: 
Barnsley Council is working towards a brighter future, a 
better Barnsley.  We will drive change and improvements 
to achieve the following positive outcomes: 

•   A brighter future where people achieve their potential. 

•   A better Barnsley where our residents think and feel 
we are making a difference together. 

•   Working together with our partners and communities. 

Our three priorities to help us reach our vision are: 

•   Growing the economy. 

•   Improving people’s potential and achievement. 

•	  Changing the relationship between the council  
and the community. 

We aim to make the borough a thriving and unique 
place to live, work, visit and trade; providing imaginative 
public spaces, arts, culture and urban living. 

Achieving our vision: 
Our four key strategies set out how we will achieve  
our vision for key areas of life and work in Barnsley: 

•   Housing. 

•   Jobs and Business. 

•   Transport. 

•   Employment and Skills. 

They indicate the borough’s potential and show 
how we can make the most of our strengths, assets 
and capabilities.  Against the backdrop of Barnsley’s 
economic and social challenges, each plan aims to be 
realistic and achievable.  They show how we will get 
from where we are now, to where Barnsley wants  
to be in the future. 

Barnsley’s new Local Plan supports our four strategies.  
It sets out the council’s strategic vision and priorities 
for housing, employment and commercial development,   
including transport infrastructure and protection of our 
local environment. 

To make improvements effectively in relation to our 
economic priorities we must also ensure progress on 
other issues such as: 

•   Health. 

•   Education and skills. 

•   Cohesion and community safety. 

•   Child poverty. 

•   Quality of life and the well-being of Barnsley’s people.  

Only if this is done will the full potential of Barnsley’s 
economic growth be realised, making the borough  
a better place to live. 

Cllr Sir Stephen Houghton 
CBE 

Cllr Roy Miller 
Cabinet Member, Place 

ExECUTIvE SUmmARY 
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Our Housing Strategy 
Our new Housing Strategy builds on housing and 
regeneration initiatives that have been delivered across 
the borough. It also builds on the progress that Barnsley 
has made over a number of years towards achieving 
the long-term goal for the borough as ‘a successful, 
uniquely distinctive town that offers prosperity and a 
high quality of life for all’. 

It sets out the council’s ambitions for housing provision, 
investment and management in the borough over 
the next 20 years. We are prioritising actions with a 
series of four-year delivery plans, including the issues 
we expect to tackle frst and the issues we expect to 
address over the long-term. The plans will also show 
how we will use our resources and infuence partners 
particularly the private sector, to achieve our goals. 

The table opposite summarises our Housing delivery 
plan and key ambitions for the borough, taking into 
consideration fve main strategic objectives: 

1 Support new housing development. 

2 Build high quality, desirable 
and sustainable homes. 

3 Make best use of and improve existing 
housing stock. 

4 Develop strong and resilient communities. 

5 Support younger, older and vulnerable 
people to live independently. 

1 2 3 4 

ExECUTIvE SUmmARY 
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Strategic 
objectives 

Support new  
housing  

development 

Build high quality,   
desirable and  

sustainable homes 

Make best use  
of and improve existing 

housing stock 

Develop  
strong and resilient 

communities 

Support younger,   
older and  

vulnerable people to  
live independently  

delivery plan 

•	 Boost the supply of 
new homes to meet 
increasing demand 

•	 Work with developers 
to make housing 
developments more 
economically viable 

•	 Enable more people 
to buy homes on the 
open market 

•	 Explore new funding 
delivery models to 
increase housing supply 

•	 Work with partners to 
deliver more affordable 
housing 

•	 Increase new build 
private rented homes to 
meet growing demand 

•	 Increase the number 
of larger (4 & 5 Bed) 
family/higher value 
homes 

•	 Improve the range 
and quality of homes 
available to meet the 
changing needs of 
our residents 

•	 Reduce carbon 
emissions from use 
of housing 

•	 Raise standards in the 
design and build quality 
for all new homes 

•	 Continue with a 
sustainable approach 
to maintaining council 
housing 

•	 Help social tenants 
move to more suitable 
accommodation that 
meets their needs 

•	 Reduce the number of 
homes that are empty 
for longer than 6 months 

•	 Improve housing 
conditions and 
management standards 
in the private rented 
sector 

•	 Improve energy 
efficiency of existing 
housing (through leeds 
City Region Green deal/ 
ECO scheme) 

•	 Provide early targeted 
support for households 
and families facing 
multiple problems 

•	 Ensure that social 
housing is allocated 
fairly and provides 
homes to households 
most in need 

•	 Give people a greater 
say in developing and 
delivering housing 
services 

•	 Reduce the impact that 
poor housing has on 
health and well-being 

•	 Address any barriers 
that may be hindering 
anyone from accessing 
suitable housing 

•	 Improve the range and 
options of supported 
accommodation 

•	 Support young people 
to access housing and 
live independently 

•	 Provide more choice 
and options to help 
vulnerable and 
older people live 
independently in 
their homes 

•	 Ensure all people with 
learning disabilities 
previously placed 
outside Barnsley are 
supported in affordable 
housing within 
the Borough 

•	 Prevent and reduce 
homelessness through 
early intervention 

Key	  ambitions  

• Build c.24,000 new 
homes i.e. c.1,300 
per year 

• Build c.200 affordable 
homes per year 

• Increase the supply of 
private rented homes 
by 25% 

• Build	  c.2,500	  larger	 
family/higher	  value	 
homes 

• Build	  c.500	  new	 
homes	  for	  older	 
people 

• Achieve	  15%	 
renewable	  energy	 
on	  new	  build	 
developments 

• Maintain 100% of 
council stock to 
Barnsley Homes 
Standards 

• Bring c.300 long-term 
empty homes into use 
for affordable housing 

• Eliminate Cat 1 
hazards in private 
properties 

• Provide 1,500 private 
sector homes with 
energy efficient 
measures under 
Green Deal/ECO 
scheme 

• Deliver the 
Masterplan for 
Goldthorpe & the 
Wider Dearne 

• Maximise customer 
profile data using 
CRM to target 
intervention 

• Achieve 50% success 
rate for families on 
the Troubled Families 
programme 

• Reduce number 
of households in 
fuel poverty 

• Remodel 
accommodation and 
support for young 
people and develop 
robust pathways 

• Ensure extra care 
provision is fully 
integrated into the 
wider health and 
care pathways 

• Access aids and 
adaptations across 
all tenures 

• Create a framework 
of approved housing 
and support providers 
for people with 
learning disabilities 

• Increase the range 
of homeless 
prevention tools 
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WHY dOES BARNSlEY   
NEEd A HOUSING STRA TEGY? 

Barnsley at a glance 
• Mid-way between the region’s two main cities, 

Leeds and Sheffeld and we’re connected to both 
by road and rail. 

• Covering 320 square kilometres. 

• Home to around 231,200 people. 

• Varied geography and landscape. 

The west 
• Rural with open moorland, arable farmland 

and natural woodland. 

• Attractive hilly countryside in the Peak District 
National Park. 

• Centred on the rural market town of Penistone. 

The centre 
• Barnsley town centre and urban area. 

• The main shopping, administrative, business 
and entertainment centre. 

The east 
• The Dearne Valley and the towns of the former 

Barnsley coalfeld. 

• More densely populated with high levels 
of deprivation. 

This new Housing Strategy has been developed in 
response to the changing economic, planning and 
housing market conditions in consultation with: 

•   Council members. 

•   The Department for Communities and  
Local Government. 

•   The Homes and Communities Agency. 

•   Berneslai Homes. 

•   Barnsley Federation of Tenants and Residents. 

•   Private landlords. 

•   Landowners. 

•   Residential developers. 

•   House builders. 

•   Registered providers. 

•   Local property agents. 

•   Tenants and residents. 

LEEDS 

A660 M1 

A68 

A61 

A64 
A6120 

A6120 

A647 

A62 

M62 

M62 

A638 

A629 

Penistone 

A628 

A616 

A631 

BARNSLEY 

M1 

M1 

M1 

A629 

A628 A635 

A638 

A61 

M621 

Wakefield 

Rotherham 

SHEFFIELD 
A6102 

8 
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Changes to Barnsley’s population 
Over the next few decades, the population and age 
profle of residents is expected to change dramatically. 

2014 
Population of the borough of Barnsley: 231,200. 

2021: 
• Projected population: 248,657. 

• The number of people aged 60+ is projected 
to increase by 17% (9,317). 

• The number of residents aged 75+ is expected 
to increase by 26% (4,710). 

Barnsley’s housing shortfall 
• The 2011 census indicates that there are 104,975 

dwellings across the borough. 

• The housing stock is increasing by less than 1% 
each year. 

• There are shortfalls of detached and semi-detached 
houses and bungalows, but there are enough 
terraced houses and fats. 

• There aren’t enough properties of all sizes and there 
is limited choice in some areas, particularly for larger 
family properties and higher value housing. 

Targets for new homes 
Future development will need to address shortfalls with 
more smaller and larger homes. 

• 2009 to 2014: 4,418 new homes were built. 

• 2014 to 2033: 20,000 to 25,000 new homes 
need building. 

Housing targets take into account trends relating to 
household growth, household aspirations and the need 
for affordable housing. In the future the council aims to 
diversify housing by encouraging the development of: 

•   Larger family housing. 

•   Higher value housing. 

•   Tenures to enable homeownership. 

Housing and the economy 
Housing growth is important to ensure a sustainable 
and thriving housing market that supports Barnsley’s 
economy. Our plan needs to work in conjunction with 
other initiatives to increase investment, jobs, training 
and skills. 

The	  City	  Region	  context  
Sitting between Leeds and Sheffeld City Regions, 
Barnsley will contribute to and beneft from their growth 
ambitions, including: 

• Developing a better balanced housing market with a 
full range of quality housing. 

• Outstanding natural, rural environments and in both 
the Sheffeld and Leeds City Region an ambition to 
provide quality, urban areas to match. 

• Improving connectivity with London through the High 
Speed 2 rail link. 

• Providing employment growth centres that contribute 
to the overall economic ambition of the Sheffeld City 
Region, for example M1 Corridor (Junctions 36 
and 37) and the Dearne Valley. 

• Redeveloping Barnsley town centre. 

WHY dOES BARNSlEY NEEd A HOUSING STRATEGY? 

pROjECTEd pOpUlATION  
INCREASE BY 2021  

248,657 
17% pOpUlATION  
INCREASE AGEd 60+  

9,317 
26% pOpUlATION  
INCREASE AGEd 75+  

4,710 
NEW HOmES BUIlT  
BETWEEN 2009-2014  

4,418 
HOmES REQUIREd   
BETWEEN 2014-2033 

20-25,000 
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WHAT ARE WE GOING     
TO dO ABOUT IT?   

We want to increase 
the demand for new 
homes by enabling more 
people to buy on the 
open market and free up 
more land for housing 
development. 

Create new developments 
Housing development in the future will be based on 
boosting the supply of new homes in the right locations, 
together with completing the regeneration and renewal 
of the existing urban areas. Infrastructure will need to 
link residential areas to employment opportunities and 
local services through sustainable modes of transport. 

New developments will need to be in keeping with the 
character of the area, while contributing an appropriate 
supply of good quality, energy effcient homes. 

Increase housing supply 
Barnsley’s population is growing and the demographic 
is changing. We must increase the quantity of houses 
being built. Our emphasis is on making development 
more economically viable. We want to increase the 
demand for new homes by enabling more people to 
buy on the open market and free up more land for 
housing development. 

We have identifed that there isn’t enough land to meet 
housing targets by 2033. Therefore the borough-wide 
need for more homes will mean making some hard 
choices about where new housing should be built. 
We plan to review some green belt land for housing. 
We anticipate that this will be a small amount of the 
current green belt land, which currently makes up 
77% of all land in the borough. 

We will also prioritise investment in non-green belt 
sites. We will explore the benefts of releasing land and 
property that the council and other public bodies own. 

During the economic downturn, the Government created 
a range of fnancial incentives to encourage local 
authorities to facilitate housing growth. We will prioritise 
schemes that have the most impact on increasing 
housing supply and our ability to bring empty homes 
back into use. 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO dO ABOUT IT? 

provide a range of homes 
We plan to do things differently in the future. 
This means targeting resources more effectively 
and working with the private and public sector. 

We have ambitions to grow our economy and develop a 
skilled workforce. More higher value and lower density 
developments are needed to increase the range of 
housing available and contribute to making the borough 
a more prosperous place. 

Working with our partners we will address the shortfall 
of detached, semi-detached housing and bungalows 
to refect household aspirations across the borough. 

Ensure affordable housing 

We will continue to work 
with partners to increase 
the range of affordable 
homes for people on low 
and middle incomes. 
Increasing house prices has put home-ownership 
beyond the reach of many and prompted others 
to borrow beyond their means. We will continue to 
work with partners to increase the range of new 
build affordable homes for people on low and middle 
incomes. 

In areas of Barnsley where land and property prices are 
high, we will explore the potential for purchasing homes 
for sale on the open housing market, to turn them into 
good quality, affordable rental accommodation. 

In areas where social housing is already high, 
we will focus on providing a balance of homes for 
affordable rent and sale. We will also explore the 
potential to provide more high quality private rented 
accommodation in these areas and in other areas 
where there is a shortage of open market houses 
at affordable prices. 

We will continue to support new build affordable 
housing in rural and green belt areas, using relevant 
planning policies. 
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Create new supported housing 
By providing the right type of buildings and support 
services we aim to enable everyone to live in a home 
that is suitable for them at different stages of their 
life. Within the frst four-year delivery plan we are 
undertaking a detailed needs assessment to help shape 
where our priorities lie for supported accommodation 
and all user groups. 

Transform our neighbourhoods  
and communities 
We will improve public spaces and local facilities, such 
as shops and health services. This will have a positive 
impact on property values and help the viability of 
new housing development in these areas. 

Making Barnsley a better place to live should be about 
a sense of ownership for those that live there as well 
as providing a wide range of homes. We will work with 
local communities and agencies so that they can help 
shape the future of their neighbourhoods. 

We will continue to prioritise the economic renewal 
of Goldthorpe and the Dearne area. This will include 
delivering approximately 2,000 new homes, new 
employment sites, improvements to retail and public 
spaces and a new school. 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO dO ABOUT IT? 

WE WIll ImpROvE 
pUBlIC SpACES ANd 
lOCAl fACIlITIES, 
SUCH AS SHOpS ANd 
HEAlTH SERvICES. THIS 
WIll HAvE A pOSITIvE 
ImpACT ON pROpERTY 
vAlUES ANd HElp 
THE vIABIlITY Of NEW 
HOUSING dEvElOpmENT 
IN THESE AREAS. 



17 

HOUSING STRATEGY 2014–2033       

	 	 	 	

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best use of existing stock 
Our priority is to reduce the number of private sector 
homes that have been empty for more than six months 
through our Empty Homes Strategy. We will also 
continue to work with our partners to keep the numbers 
of long-term, empty, social rented homes to a minimum. 

Council housing – Berneslai Homes and 
other social housing providers 
Berneslai Homes manages the council’s housing stock. 
Its current priorities are: 

• Business as usual: continuing to deliver effcient, 
high-quality and low-cost housing management 
and property services. 

• Welfare reform: responding to the diffculties raised 
by the welfare and beneft reforms, by managing 
the impact on tenants effectively. 

• digital inclusion: improving the range of housing 
services available online; supporting tenants 
to get online. 

• Green initiatives: exploring opportunities to expand 
the use of renewable technologies; implementing 
initiatives that will help families experiencing 
fuel poverty. 

• Customer Services Organisation project: working 
in partnership with the council to deliver improved 
access to housing services. 

• Economic strategy: contributing to the council’s 
strategy through initiatives that support 
housing growth. 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO dO ABOUT IT? 

16 
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Improve private renting 

Our expectations for 
private landlords are high. 
We want to make sure 
housing conditions and 
management standards 
improve through the 
landlord Accreditation 
Scheme. 
The private rented sector has more than doubled 
over the last 10 years. We expect to see this strategy 
continue and that by the end of the life of this plan, 
the borough will have increased the number of private 
rented homes to around 22% (27,000) of households. 
Therefore it is essential that we make plans to meet 
this growth. 

Our expectations for private landlords are high. We want 
to make sure housing conditions and management 
standards improve through the Landlord Accreditation 
Scheme. 

We know there will be an increasing number of 
vulnerable households being re-housed into the private 
rented sector and we are committed to ensuring their 
homes are safe and affordable. 

develop low carbon options 
Building regulations are to change in order to ensure 
that all new housing is zero carbon from April 2016. 
This will ensure that the design, construction and use of 
new housing will contribute towards meeting national 
carbon reduction targets and signifcantly reduce 
energy costs for householders. 

However, it is the oldest housing stock that presents 
the biggest challenge as it performs poorly in regard 
to energy effciency. 60% of private sector housing 
in Barnsley is at least 50 years old, while almost 
30% (some 22,500 homes) were built before 1919. 
The council intends to participate in the Leeds City 
Region Green Deal – Energy Company Obligation (ECO) 
scheme due to be launched Autumn 2014, to encourage 
investment in the retroft of such properties. The 
ambition is for up to 1,500 households to beneft 
from the scheme during its frst three years. 

By contrast, the stock of council housing in Barnsley 
is relatively energy effcient as a result of the Decent 
Homes programme and its successor programme, 
the Barnsley Homes programme. 

Poor levels of home energy effciency are a major 
cause of fuel poverty for low income and vulnerable 
households. Support is available through initiatives such 
as the Government’s Warm Home Discount scheme 
for pensioners. In addition, the ECO scheme requires 
energy suppliers to help fund the cost of a range of 
home energy effciency improvements for low-income 
households. This is being used to support housing 
regeneration in Goldthorpe and the council will continue 
to work with energy suppliers to develop programmes 
elsewhere in the borough. 

With respect to the council’s housing stock, through 
Berneslai Homes we will continue to seek funding to 
reduce fuel poverty for tenants and improve energy 
effciency. 

Improve design and quality 
As the planning authority, we will need to ensure 
our land supply and design policies help us to create 
sustainable communities and the right balance between 
high quality design and timely cost-effective housing 
delivery. 

We will work closely with developers to ensure that the 
design of new housing helps to make Barnsley a more 
attractive place to live. We will continue to use the 
South Yorkshire Residential Design Guide, our local 
Design Panel and national standards as our best 
practice guides. 

pOOR lEvElS Of  
HOmE ENERGY   
EffICIENCY ARE   
A mAjOR C AUSE  
Of fUEl pOvERTY  
fOR lOW INCOmE   
ANd vUlNERABlE  
HOUSEHOldS. 
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WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppOR   T  
BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

Our aim is for everybody 
in Barnsley to be living 
in welcoming, inclusive, 
and safe neighbourhoods 
with a good standard 
of housing that enables 
them to stay safe 
and warm. 

Ensure equal life chances 
Our aim is for everybody in Barnsley to be living in 
welcoming, inclusive, and safe neighbourhoods with 
a good standard of housing that enables them to stay 
safe and warm. 

Our housing and support services will need to respond 
as residents live longer and our population of older and 
vulnerable people continues to grow, sometimes with 
complex health conditions. 

provide support and advice 
Major changes to the benefts system are still having an 
impact on residents, particularly in the rented housing 
sector. We will continue to fnd ways to help tenants 
avoid getting into rent arrears and other fnancial 
diffculties. This will include working in partnership with 
Berneslai Homes, citizens advice, other social housing 
providers, private landlords and the voluntary sector to 
provide advice and support to tenants in areas such as 
fnancial and digital inclusion and support to improve 
employment prospects. 

Under the council’s key equalities programme we shall 
improve access to information about vacant adapted 
housing that is suitable for people with disabilities. 

Allocate social housing 
It is important that social housing is available to support 
people who are vulnerable, yet demand for council and 
social housing far exceeds supply. 

Our Lettings Policy ensures that we meet our legal and 
statutory duties. We have adopted a scheme to ensure 
that prospective tenants are able to state their choice 
for a future home. Available properties are advertised 
and let to eligible applicants in priority order. 

We will carry out regular reviews of the policy to ensure 
that it remains ft for purpose with respect to changes 
in the housing market, legislation and Barnsley’s 
demography. 

WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppORT BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

Ensure community engagement 
We want to make sure that Barnsley’s residents have 
more control over the decisions that affect them. 
We will build on our existing council tenant consultation 
and governance framework through the Customer 
Involvement Agreement with the council, the Barnsley 
Federation of Tenants and Residents and Berneslai 
Homes. This agreement sets out how tenants and 
residents can have their say on housing matters 
across the borough. 

We will also review the effectiveness of our existing 
forums for involving the most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged groups in developing housing services. 

Understand specialised housing needs 
Providing suitable housing for people of all ages is 
essential to maintain the highest level of independence 
and quality of life. 

We are working with residents and partners to assess 
housing needs for vulnerable groups to inform future 
housing policies, schemes and services. We will also 
want to identify any barriers that may prevent some 
groups from accessing housing and support. 

Our planning policies will ensure that new housing 
developments are built with a range of local services 
and community facilities within a reasonable walking 
distance. This is so that people with specialised housing 
needs have opportunities for community engagement, 
sport and recreation close to their homes. 

We will also work with our partners to provide a range 
of supported accommodation options for homeless 
young people who are unable to return home. 
This will provide a safe environment where they can 
gain the necessary life skills to sustain and enjoy their 
own home in the future. 
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prevent ill health 
One of the main factors affecting health is the quality 
of residents’ housing. In Barnsley the worst housing 
conditions are in the private sector. We will tackle the 
main reasons why people become ill or suffer health 
inequalities in the frst place. We will improve access 
to advice so that people can help themselves better. 

We will work with our health care partners to help 
people with long-term health conditions. We are 
exploring the feasibility of a jointly funded project to 
support those most at risk due to poor quality housing. 

Helping people to keep themselves warm enough to 
stay healthy without overstretching their budget on 
fuel costs is also a priority. 

Ensure community safety 
It is important that people feel safe in their homes 
and neighbourhoods. Tackling anti-social behaviour 
(ASB) is a council priority and we intend to work with 
our partners to build on the successful multi-agency 
approach that has been developed through the council’s 
Neighbourhood Safety Unit. 

We want to ensure that repeat vulnerable victims of 
ASB receive a joined-up approach to their problem, 
regardless of where they live in the borough. We will 
identify the areas and individuals that are most at risk 
and develop more coordinated tactical plans for tenants 
and homeowners to reduce ASB. An early priority will 
be to work with partners in mental health and drug and 
alcohol misuse services to improve sustained support 
to victims and offenders. 

WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppORT BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

HElpING pEOplE TO 
kEEp THEmSElvES 
WARm ENOUGH TO STAY 
HEAlTHY ANd fEEl 
COmfORTABlE WITHOUT 
OvERSTRETCHING THEIR 
BUdGET ON fUEl COSTS 
IS A pRIORITY. 

23 



25 

HOUSING STRATEGY 2014–2033    

 

 
  

 

    
   

  
    

   
 

Help young people live independently 
Securing independent housing away from the family 
home is an important step for any young person. 
However, the current housing market and policy 
changes have made it more diffcult for young people 
to afford suitable housing. We will continue to work 
with our partners to offer advice on managing money 
and running a home. 

We also want to facilitate home ownership by working 
with our partners to develop the right type of mortgage 
deposit support for frst time buyers in Barnsley. 

The most vulnerable young people leaving the care of 
the council will be prioritised for one bedroom or bedsit 
accommodation. We will continue to work in partnership 
with other services to reduce the likelihood of problems 
with tenancies. 

WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppORT BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

WE AlSO WANT TO fACIlITATE 
HOmE OWNERSHIp BY WORkING 
WITH OUR pARTNERS TO dEvElOp 
THE RIGHT TYpE Of mORTGAGE 
dEpOSIT SUppORT fOR fIRST TImE 
BUYERS IN BARNSlEY. 
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WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppORT BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

Support for the elderly 
As our population of older people grows, demand for 
adaptations is expected to increase. We will continue to 
deliver the Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG) programme. 
As from 2015, DFG funding will form part of a larger, 
pooled budget which brings together health-related 
funding from a number of sources. 

In partnership with other council services, a sustainable 
way of helping the most vulnerable homeowners 
in the borough will be developed. We propose a 
comprehensive re-housing advice service covering 
renting a home, repairs, maintenance, sale and 
repurchase. We will also explore the feasibility of 
developing practical support for owner-occupiers 
who wish to move to more suitable homes. 

prevent loss of independence 
Our emphasis will be on early intervention to prevent 
loss of independence. This will be to minimise 
escalating needs and reduce the long-term cost to 
health, social care and support services. We will work 
with our partners to understand the greatest risks 
threatening residents’ capacity to continue living safely 
and comfortably in their own homes. 

We will also work with partners to identify funding 
adaptations to allow residents in private and social 
housing to continue living comfortably and safely in 
their own homes for as long as possible. 

We recognise that carers in Barnsley make an 
enormous contribution to independent living. We will 
explore how we can improve housing support to all 
carers and ensure that carers who need alternative 
housing to provide high levels of care are given 
appropriate advice and support. 



29 

HOUSING STRATEGY 2014–2033

28 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To help people move 
on from supported 
housing in a more 
planned way, we will 
develop a supported 
accommodation scheme, 
which will reduce the 
reliance on temporary 
accommodation. 

Provide	  flexible	  support  
We understand that many of our most vulnerable 
residents require higher levels of support to live 
comfortably and with the level of independence they 
desire. To help people move on from supported housing 
services in a more planned way, we will develop a 
supported accommodation scheme, which will reduce 
the reliance on temporary accommodation. 

The current extra care housing schemes provide a high 
standard of design, security and privacy. However, we 
will develop a range of sustainable accommodation 
solutions for vulnerable people such as those suffering 
with dementia where there is a growing need. 

In order to deliver this we will map existing 
accommodation and services across the borough 
and use this information to inform future housing 
development and the development of long-term 
care and support commissioning plans. 

Support people with learning disabilities 
We will update our accommodation strategy for people 
with learning disabilities.  This will aim to: 

•   Increase the number of people who have their  
own home. 

•   Increase the quality of housing and support for 
people with learning disabilities. 

•   Ensure that housing and support is affordable. 

In the short-term, another priority will be ensuring that 
all people with learning disabilities who have previously 
been placed outside Barnsley can be supported in 
affordable housing within the borough. 

WHAT WIll WE dO TO SUppORT BARNSlEY’S pEOplE? 

prevent homelessness 

We want to offer people 
who fnd themselves 
homeless or at risk of 
losing their home, a better 
choice of accommodation 
and we want to reduce 
the number of homeless 
households living in 
temporary accommodation. 
Due to the problems people face in sustaining their 
homes, in the future we expect to see an increase in 
demand for services to help homeless people. 

We will continue to provide advice and assistance to 
help prevent homelessness. We want to offer people 
who fnd themselves homeless or at risk of losing their 
home, a better choice of accommodation and we want 
to reduce the number of homeless households living 
in temporary accommodation. 

We will work with landlords of private rented homes 
to provide more good quality, safe and well-managed 
homes for homeless people. We will also develop 
fexible, tailored tenancy support to reduce the risk 
factors that lead to tenancy failure. 

The development of an effective Supported 
Accommodation Pathway will also help vulnerable 
people of all ages to access and leave supported 
accommodation in a more planned way, and help 
to reduce homelessness. 

Support gypsies and travellers 
Our needs assessment indicates that there is a 
shortfall of permanent pitch provision for gypsies and 
travellers. We also know that this is rising, taking into 
account projected household growth. A further two or 
three potential sites are being identifed through the 
Local Plan. 
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HOW WIll WE mAkE 
THE HOUSING STRATEGY 
HAppEN? 

We will produce a series of four-year delivery plans. 
These will refect the context in terms of current policy 
and levels of investment and resources available. 

We will build upon a strong history of partnership 
working to make the most of our resources. Our 
ambition for housing will require changes at a national 
level for some aspects of this housing strategy which 
are outside our control, for example, the constraints on 
mortgage lending and wider economic conditions. 

We recognise that the longer-term housing needs and 
economic aspirations of the council are based on the 
new Local Plan. Our aim will be to increase the supply 
and choice of housing sites so that a fve-year supply 
of ready to develop sites can be maintained throughout 
the period covered by the new Local Plan. 

Housing delivery, future housing requirements and 
the distribution of housing growth also need to be 
addressed at a City Region level and new policies 
may be needed to make this happen. 

We will continue to work with our partners and liaise 
with Government to create the right conditions to help 
us achieve our long-term goals of improving poor 
quality housing in the private rented sector. 

Progress of the Housing Strategy will be regularly 
reviewed by a newly created Strategic Housing Board. 
Updates on this will be published on the council’s 
website each year. 

HOW WIll WE mAkE THE HOUSING STRATEGY HAppEN? 

WE WIll NEEd TO INflUENCE CHANGE A    T  
A NA TIONAl lEvEl fOR SOmE ASpECTS    
Of OUR HOUSING STRA  TEGY. 
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CONTACT US  

If you need help understanding this document: 

Contact: Head of Housing 
Service: Housing & Sustainability 
Email: housing@barnsley.gov.uk 
Telephone: 01226 787538 

Westgate Plaza One 
Westgate, Barnsley 
S70 2DR 
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www.ledgardjepson.com



