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The 
Curriculum: 

what we want 
children to 

learn 

Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of 
things in a superficial way. 

Babies and young children do not develop in a fixed way. Their 
development is like a spider's web with many strands, not a straight 

line. 

Young children's learning is often driven by their interests. Plans 
need to be flexible. 

The curriculum needs to be ambitious. Careful sequencing will help 
children to build their learning over time. 

Planning to help every child to develop their language is vital. 

The curriculum is a top level plan of everything the early years 
setting wants the children to learn. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

The 
curriculum 

is a top-level 
plan of 

everything 
the early 

years setting 
wants the 
children to 

learn. 

community around your setting, 

what’s in the local area, 

local environment, 

prior knowledge of your children and 
families, 

discussions with parents, 

discussions with other staff 



EYFS 
Statutory  

Framework  
2021 



 EYFS Areas of 
learning and 
development 

Prime  areas: 
• communication and  language 
• physical development 
• personal,  social and emotional 

development 
Specific Areas 
• literacy 
• mathematics 
• understanding the world 
• expressive  arts and design 
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The  
curriculum is a  
top-level plan 
of everything  

the  early years  
setting wants 

the children to  
learn. 

What do your children need to learn and be 
able to do by the time they have left you? 



Planning to  
help every  

child to  
develop  

their 
language is  

vital. 
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