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Celebrating the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee 
This year, Her Majesty The Queen became the first British
Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of
service to the people of the UK, the Realms and the
Commonwealth. 

We wish you all a wonderful memorable Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee weekend celebrating this once in a lifetime moment. 

Whether you’re a resident, community group,
school or scout group, there are so many
ways to take part or get involved. Take a look
inside to find everything you need to
celebrate with family and friends.  

Share your stories
We want to hear your stories about what you love about
Barnsley and would be proud to show the Queen, or even if
you’ve met the Queen.

We’ll be sharing our top 70 of the things you love about our
borough, one for each year the Queen has been on the throne. 
 Share your photographs of your celebrations and our favourites
will be shared during the Jubilee week celebrations.  
Remember to tag us on social media and use the hashtag
#HM70Barnsley 



WHAT'S ON
This special weekend provides our communities with an
opportunity to come together and celebrate this once in a lifetime
historical moment together. 

Here are some of the things happening that you can get involved in. 

Thursday 2 June - Beacon lighting 

We’ll be taking part in the Platinum Jubilee’s first official event of
the jubilee weekend by lighting a beacon in Barnsley town centre.
Our beacon will be one of over 2,033 being lit throughout the UK,
Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK Overseas Territories in
recognition of The Queen’s long and selfless service. Look out for
further details in the coming weeks.  

A number of additional beacons will also be lit across the borough
within local communities, so please keep an eye out for further
information in your local area. 

Barnsley Libraries

Join in the celebrations with our amazing Barnsley Libraries who’ll
be dressed to impress with royal decorations and themed
activities. There will be something for everyone to enjoy including
dedicated royal book displays, jubilee themed crafts and 
story and rhyme sessions for children and families. 
Visit the events page see what’s happening at your 
local library.

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/libraries/activities-and-events/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/libraries/activities-and-events/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/libraries/activities-and-events/


Barnsley Town Centre 

Our Town Centre will be the central hub buzzing with royal activity
leading up to and over the jubilee weekend, with the Glass Works
and markets joining in on the action. Highlights include a return of
the Twisted: Barnsley Festival of Natural Art over the weekend
and the construction of a magnificent sand sculpture using 20
tonnes of sand – that’s equivalent to the weight of around 1,763
corgis. Keep up to date with what’s happening in the town centre
on our website.   

Barnsley Museums  

Our museums will also be celebrating in style with lots of exciting
things planned for all the family, including a ‘Reet Royal Do’ at
Cooper Art Gallery - including stories, crafts and games in the
garden as well as a royal garden party. There'll also be celebrations
over the Jubilee weekend at Elsecar Heritage Centre, with three
days of history, food, drink, entertainment, and shopping. Keep up
to date with all the museum celebrations on our Barnsley
Museums website.

Join our virtual Jubilee celebrations 

Keep an eye out on our social media accounts
as we countdown to the big weekend. We’ll
be sharing stories from residents who have
met the Queen; shining a light on Barnsley 70
years ago and celebrating 70 years of Barnsley
and all the things that we are proud of.

https://www.barnsley-museums.com/
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/events/


THROW YOUR OWN
REET ROYAL KNEES UP
Barnsley folk are renowned for their friendliness and community spirit, so
what better way to celebrate the jubilee than to join your neighbours in
organising a street party? You can talso take part in the Big Jubilee Lunch
on Sunday 5 June where, as part of the Queen’s official celebrations,
millions of people across the UK will share friendship, food and fun. 

Getting started 

Chat about your idea with neighbours you know. 
Look online or ask our Events team about road closure procedures. 
A full road-closed street party is best, or have a less formal quick
street meet. 

Planning

If your street agrees, apply to our Events team for road closure or
plan an informal street meet. 
Plan activities for all ages and tastes. 
Bring food to share, games, chairs etc. to share. 
Music is not too loud, late or long.
Arrange road signs, some tables and chairs etc. 
Borrow, buy or make bunting – take a look at our template on
page 8.

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/the-big-lunch
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/events/organising-an-event/
mailto:eventplanning@barnsley.gov.uk
mailto:eventplanning@barnsley.gov.uk


On the day 

Set up road closure barriers, bunting and all your street
decorations. 
Keep an eye on the road closures in case someone wants to come
in or out.
Clear up and open the road after the party. 
Share photos online and don’t forget to tag us in and we’ll share on
our social media. 

For all the advice and guidance you need, visit streetparty.org.uk and
the Big Lunch website.  

Don’t forget to get in touch with our Events team
(eventplanning@barnsley.gov.uk) for support and guidance.  

Also, please make sure you register your event on the platinum jubilee
interactive map at platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events so that we can see
everything planned across the borough and help residents find events
happening local to them. 

There are plenty of ways
to celebrate...
There are plenty more ways to join in the
celebrations if you're not hosting a party.
Check the official Jubilee website for a map
of events taking place near you. Or why not
host a virtual celebration over Teams or
Zoom? We've got a Jubilee-themed
background that you can download to use on
video calls.

mailto:eventplanning@barnsley.gov.uk
https://platinumjubilee.gov.uk/events/
https://mcusercontent.com/7620c92e0e7f3bafd5e610dd2/images/76420bf8-4d6a-401a-8381-efeb7f7f3759.png


GET REET ROYALLY
CREATIVE
There's plenty of ways you can get creative and celebrate the Jubilee.
Take a look at some of our ideas below...

Show your artistic side
Why not paint or draw a picture to celebrate? Take
a look at the next page where you can enter your
portrait of the Queen to win a Barnsley gift card.

Make some decorations
What about a union jack flag or bunting? Take a
look at the next page for a handy template.

Palace guard toilet roll tube
Got some empty cardboard toilet roll tubes? Why
not get crafty with some coloured paper, scissors
and glue to make your own palace guard? Don't
forget to decorate your guard with their hat, belt,
and buttons. 

Throwing away cardboard
boxes?
Why not use them to craft a palace fit for a
Queen?



Make your own bunting
Use our template below to make your own bunting. Just print out this page
and use the shape below to cut your triangles out of coloured or patterned
paper or fabric. Why not decorate with union jacks or make them royal-
themed?

Make it secure
Use the flap at the top of
the template to secure
your bunting triangles
onto a line of ribbon or

string.



Draw a portrait of the Queen, fit to hang on the palace walls
Send in your portrait to communications@barnsley.gov.uk with your first name,
age and address to enter into a prize draw to win one of five £15 Barnsley gift
cards.
By entering into the competition you consent to Barnsley Council processing your personal information for the purposes of contacting you if
you are the winner of the prize draw. You also consent to your first name, age, and drawing being used on Barnsley Council social media and in
other communications - any further data will be securely destroyed after the prize draw. Your data will not be used for any other purposes. For
further information on how the council handles and processes personal data please see our privacy notice here: barnsley.gov.uk/privacy.



REET ROYAL
BAKE OFF
Royal crown biscuits
Ingredients 

crown cookie cutter
6.5cm round or square cookie cutter 
1 - 3 disposable piping bags – if required 

For the shortbread 
250g plain flour, plus extra for dusting 
150g chilled butter, cut into cubes 
75g caster sugar 
1 tsp vanilla bean paste 
2 medium egg yolks 

For the decorations 
1 x 500g pack royal icing sugar 
1⁄4 tsp each of blue and red gel food colours 
edible gold diamond cake decorations 

edible gold pearls 
edible white shimmer pearls 

Rub the butter into the flour in a large bowl using the tips of your fingers until it looks like fine
1 breadcrumbs. Add the vanilla extract, egg yolks and sugar and mix to a dough with your

hands. Then bring together with your hands. 

If you have a food processor, put in the flour and butter and whiz. Add the sugar and pulse.
2 Then, add the vanilla, egg yolks and 2 teaspoons cold water and pulse until it looks like wet

sand.  

3 Empty the mixture onto a clean work surface and squish until it forms a dough, kneading until
smooth. Shape into a flat round, wrap in clingfilm and chill for 30 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 180°C, fan 160°C, gas 4 and line 2 large baking sheets with baking paper.
Dust a surface with flour and roll out the dough until 5mm thick. Using cookie cutters, stamp

4 out 6 crowns. Put them on the baking sheets and chill for 15 minutes. Bake for 12- 15 minutes,
until lightly golden. Leave on the trays for 5 minutes then cool on a wire rack. 

Put the icing sugar in a bowl with 75ml cold water and whisk for 3-4 minutes, starting slowly,
5 then at full speed, until you have soft peaks. If you’d like to add any food colouring, you can

add this in here. 

6 Decorate your biscuits with the icing, edible cake decorations, gold pearls and shimmer pearls
to look like the jewels on the crown. 

Don't have a
cookie cutter?

Cut out this crown shape,
lay it on top of your rolled-
out dough, and cut around

it carefully with a knife.



Elizabeth sponge 
Ingredients 

4 free-range eggs 
225g caster sugar 
225g self-raising flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
225g butter at room temperature, plus a little extra to
grease the tins 
Cake decorations

Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. Grease and line two 20cm/8in sandwich tins. Use

1 a piece of baking paper to rub a little butter around the inside of the tins until the sides and
base are lightly coated, then line the bottom with a circle of baking paper. 

Break the eggs into a large mixing bowl, then add the sugar, flour, baking powder and butter.

2 Mix together until well combined with an electric hand mixer (you can also use a wooden
spoon), but be careful not to over mix. Put a damp cloth under your bowl when you’re mixing
to stop it moving around. The finished mixture should fall off a spoon easily. 

3 Divide the mixture evenly between the tins. This doesn’t need to be exact. Use a spatula to
remove all of the mixture from the bowl and gently smooth the surface of the cakes. 

Bake the cakes on the middle shelf of the oven for 25 minutes. Check them after 20 minutes.
The cakes are done when they’re golden-brown and coming away from the edge of the tins.

4 Press them gently to check – they should be springy to the touch. Set aside to cool in their tins
for 5 minutes. Run a palette or rounded butter knife around the inside edge of the tins and
carefully turn the cakes out onto a cooling rack. 

To assemble the cake, place one cake upside down onto a plate and spread it with plenty of

5 jam. If you want to, you can spread over whipped cream too. Top with the second cake, top-
side up. Sprinkle over edible glitter or rainbow sprinkles to make it extra regal. 

Add a little royal
flair...

Cut out the crown shape
from the previous page,

lay it on top of your cake,
and dust over icing sugar

to leave a royal shape.

No tea party's complete without a full teapot...
Why not make yourself a cuppa fit for a Queen? According to a royal butler, the royal way to
make a cup of tea is with tea leaves in a teapot, then poured into a teacup. Add the milk
afterwards, and stir in backward and forward motions to avoid clinking the spoon against the
cup. Don't forget to sip, not slurp!



PALACE PUZZLES
Wordsearch

Can you find the words below
hidden in the grid?

Celebration
Elizabeth
Street party
Coronation
Seventy
Queen
Corgi

Palace
Royalty
Crown
Platinum
Jubilee
Majesty

Queen Quiz
Put your royal knowledge to the test! You can find the answers at the bottom of this page.

The Queen is celebrating her Platinum Jubilee this year. How long has she been on the
throne?

1

What is the Queen's favourite breed of dog?2

True or False: the Queen is the only person in the UK allowed to drive without a licence.3

What date was the Queen born?4

How many Prime Ministers has the Queen been served by?5

In what year did Queen Elizabeth II first visit Barnsley?6

What's the Queen's full name?7

Answers: 70 years, corgi, True, April 21 1926, 14, 1954, Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor




