My Ref: FOI 5953
Enquiries to: Information Requests

E-Mail: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

Dear Requester,

Re: Request for Information — Freedom of Information Act 2000

| wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you
requested and have prepared the response below

Specifically:

1. Does your local authority have a policy, protocol or written guidance on how to
respond to children and young people who have experienced domestic abuse
within their own relationships? (Yes/no/don’t know). If yes, please provide further
detail, including any relevant documents, and specify which age group it applies
to (under 16s, or ages 16-17).

No - There are no written policies, protocols or guidance

2. Do you collect data on the number of young people aged 16 or 17 who have
experienced domestic abuse within their own relationships? (Yes/no/don’t know).
If yes, please provide this data.

No — This is not data collected by BMBC

3. Do you collect data on the number of young people aged 13-16 who have
experienced domestic abuse within their own relationships? (Yes/no/don’t know).
If yes, please provide this data.

No — This is not data collected by BMBC

4. Do you commission any dedicated or specialist support services primarily for
young people who have experienced domestic abuse within their own
relationships? (Yes/no/don’t know). If yes: a. Please describe what the service
does (e.g. advocacy support, specialist or trauma-informed counselling, one-to-
one or group work with young people on issues such as healthy relationships and
boundaries, targeted support for carers or parents, preventative or awareness
raising initiatives, helplines, etc.) b. What age group(s) does it work with? (13-16,
16 & 17s, all young people under 18, young people until their 18th birthday with
the option of transitional support) c. How many children has the service
supported in the last financial year (25/26)? d. How many children were on the
waiting list to get support from this service in the last financial year (25/26)?

No — No service is commissioned by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Children’s
Services
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5. Does your local authority commission any dedicated support services for
young people who are perpetrating domestic abuse within their own
relationships? (Yes/no/don’t know). If yes: a. Please describe what the service
does (e.g. one-to-one or group work with young people on issues such as healthy
relationships and boundaries, targeted support for carers or parents, preventative
or awareness raising initiatives, helplines, etc.) b. What age group(s) does it work
with (13-16, 16 & 17s, all young people under 18, young people until their 18th
birthday with the option of transitional support) c. How many children has the
service supported in the last financial year (25/26)? d. How many children were on
the waiting list to get support from this service in the last financial year (25/26)?

No — No service is commissioned by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Children’s
Services

6. Young people experiencing or perpetrating domestic abuse within their own
relationships may be identified by or referred to local authority-commissioned
services responding to other safeguarding concerns or harm types. Is this a
common occurrence within your local authority? (Yes/no/don’t know). If yes,
please provide any further detail you can about: a. Which services these young
people are most commonly identified within or referred to (e.g. child sexual abuse
support services, mental health and emotional wellbeing services, child
exploitation support services, domestic abuse support services for adults or
families including refuges, etc.) b. Whether, in your professional opinion, you
think these services meet the specific needs of these young people? Whilst our
primary research interest is on the issue of teenage relationship abuse, we
recognise that this harm type is situated within a wider context in which children
and young people of any age are legally recognised as victims of domestic abuse
under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, when they are either victims themselves, or
witnesses of, domestic abuse by a parent or someone with parental
responsibility.

Don’t know — this is not data that is collected by BMBC

7. Does your local authority commission any dedicated support services for
children and young people (of any age) who are legally classified as victims of
domestic abuse in a family context? (Yes/no/don’t know) If yes, please detail what
the service does, including whether it provides support to children and young
people only, or works with the family. We would welcome the opportunity to meet
with local authority commissioners, practitioners or professionals with specific
expertise on the issue of teenage relationship abuse to explore the issues raised
in this FOI request in more detail.

No — No service is commissioned by Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council Children’s
Services
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8. Would you be willing to meet with The Children’s Society to discuss the
responses to these questions in more detail, and to contribute more widely to our
research through focus groups or interviews? (Yes/no) If yes, please provide the
contact details of the most relevant contact(s).

No

In accordance with section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Council
confirms that the information requested is not held.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests Via email.
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and
address it to:

Barnsley MBC

Information Requests Team

PO Box 634

Barnsley

S70 9GG

email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner
can be contacted at: -

Customer Services Team
Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints

Kind regards,

Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC
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