Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2015
Barriers to Housing & Services Domain Briefing
Key Points:


This is the Domain in which Barnsley is least deprived.



There has been no change relatively from IMD 2010 to IMD 2015 for Barnsley in the Barrier to Housing
and Services Domain.



Barnsley is ranked 321st out of 326 (where 1 is the most deprived), using the Rank of Average Score
measure, within the Barriers to Housing & Services domain in IMD 2015.



0.7% of areas in Barnsley are amongst the 10% most deprived in England within the Barriers to Housing
& Services Domain in IMD 2015 compared to 0.7% in IMD 2010.

Methodology
The Barriers to Housing and Services Domain measures the physical and financial accessibility of housing and local
services. The indicators fall into two sub-domains: ‘geographical barriers’, which relate to the physical proximity of
local services, and ‘wider barriers’ which includes issues relating to access to housing such as affordability. The
indicators are shown below:
Geographical Barriers sub-domain;

Wider Barriers sub-domain;



Road distance to a post office



Household overcrowding



Road distance to a primary school



Homelessness



Road distance to a general store or supermarket



Housing affordability



Road distance to a GP surgery

The indicators are scored and combined with equal weighting to create the sub-domain score. These are then
ranked before combining the two sub-domain scores with equal weighting to find the overall domain score.

Changes From IMD 2010
The only major change has been to the housing affordability indicator which has been designed to incorporate the
affordability of the private rental sector as well as purchasing a property. This has been done by broadening the
indicator to capture those that cannot afford to enter the private rental market not just the owner occupier sector.
Results For Barnsley
Barnsley is one of the least deprived local authorities in England within the Barriers to Housing and Services
Domain.
Barnsley is ranked 321st out of 326 (where 1 is the most deprived), using the rank of average score measure, within
the Barriers to Housing & Services Domain in IMD 2015.
Figures 1 and 2 (overleaf) compare the levels of deprivation for each of the 147 Barnsley Lower Super Output Areas
(LSOAs) between IMD 2010 and IMD 2015.
1 LSOA is within the most deprived decile (shaded red) in IMD 2015, which is no change to the 1 in IMD 2010. The
west of the borough is generally more deprived than the east; this has been consistent, with little change in relative
deprivation in LSOAs throughout of the borough between IMD 2010 and IMD 2015.
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There is 1 (0.7%) LSOA that falls within the 10% most deprived and there are 69 (46.9%) LSOAs that fall within the
10% least deprived in England for the Barriers to Housing and Services domain in IMD 2015.

Figure 1

Figure 2

Has the Level of Deprivation Actually Changed?
The ranking of each LSOA is given for not just the overall score but additionally for the two sub-domains. There is a
disparity between the performance of Barnsley in the geographical barriers sub-domain and the wider barriers subdomain.
Within the geographical barriers sub-domain there are seven LSOAs that fall within the 10% most deprived in
England and six within the 10% least deprived. Of the seven that are in the bottom decile in this sub-domain, four of
these fall into the Penistone Area Council. This is the only domain that Penistone performs poorly in and the reason
for this is the rural nature of Penistone. As the geographical barriers sub-domain is based on geographical
measures of distance to specific services then much of Penistone has higher levels of relative deprivation.
For the Wider Barriers sub-domain the Borough as a whole performs well with all of the areas below the median
(middle) level of deprivation. There are 52 (35.4%) of LSOAs that fall within the 10% least deprived for this subdomain. Observing this in more detail we can see that Barnsley does well on the three indicators that make up
Wider Barriers. For the Homelessness indicator this is based on the DCLG Homelessness statistics and over the
time period measured Barnsley had an acceptance rate for housing assistance at 0.26 per 1,000 households. This is
a very low figure considering over the same time period the average acceptance rate for England was 2.35 per
1,000 households.
For the household overcrowding indicator it is possible to observe the underlying data for each LSOA. In Barnsley
the percentage of households in each LSOA that was classified as overcrowded ranged from 0.8% to 15.9% and an
average percentage of 4.3%. This is a low proportion of households that are classified as overcrowded and this can
be evidenced by the fact that the Barnsley average is less than half of that of the England average (8.7%) and below
the Yorkshire and the Humber average of (6.6%). In fact 86% of the LSOAs in Barnsley are below the Yorkshire and
the Humber average rate and 96% are below the England average.
Observing the data over the time period from IMD 2010 to IMD 2015 it is possible to attempt to quantify the actual
change in deprivation. For the Geographical Barriers sub-domain any change is not possible to identify as this
requires geographic information on the nearest services which are not available for comparison. As there is not a
high turnover of services, with perhaps the exception of supermarkets, it is unlikely to have changed much from IMD
2010. For the Wider Barriers sub-domain data shows there has been a steady reduction in the rate of acceptances
for housing assistance but an increase in household overcrowding as previously the percentage of overcrowded
households was 3.9%. Based on these two indicators and their conflicting indications of the level of deprivation it is
not possible to quantify if deprivation has actually changed rather than just a relative improvement.
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