
 
 
 

My Ref: FOI 5899 

 Enquiries to: Information Requests 
E-Mail:              informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk 

 

Dear Requester, 
  

Re: Request for Information – Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you 
requested. 
 
The information requested and our findings are as follows: -  
 
Where data is not held in the exact format requested, please provide the closest 
available data and explain any limitations. 
Please note this FOI is being sent to every LA in England, Wales and Scotland 
and therefore some terminology may be slightly different to that used in your 
country. 
 
1) EHE - 
a) Please provide the number of home educated children known to your local 
authority as of the 1st April 2026 
965 
b) how many of these became known since 1st October 2025? 
279 
c) how many of these are in 14-16 access college and still registered as EHE? 
67 
d) how many of these are flexi-schooled/part time EHE and part time school? 
Less than 5 
e) how many of these were previously attending private school before being EHE? 
Less than 5 
 
2) CME - 
a)How many children moved from EHE status to CME status between 1 October 
2025 and 1 April 2026?  This includes those where you dual categorise as EHE 
and CME. 
7 
b) How many of these remain CME? 
7 
 
3) s437(1) England and Wales  Notice to satisfy - Section 37(1) in Scotland. 
a) State how many s437(1) or 37(1) have been served between 1/10/2025 and 
1/4/2026- This is in relation to home educated children (including those you may 
have transferred to CME prior to serving notice). 
25 
b) How many were served more than one notice per child in this period? 
Nil 
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c) Please confirm whether your figures are recorded per notice, per child, or per 
parent. 
Per child 
 
4) SAO School attendance order England and Wales - AO attendance order in 
Scotland 
a) How many SAOs/AO were served in that same time period. This is in relation to 
home educated children (including those you may have transferred to CME prior 
to serving). 
11 
b) How many were subject to more than one per child in this period? 
Nil 
c) Please confirm whether your figures are recorded per order, per child, or per 
parent. 
Per child 
 
5) SAO/AO outcomes - 
For each SAO/AO identified in Question 4, please provide the outcome, including 
(but not limited to): 
Child registered at school before escalation to court (state if SAO was revoked) 
SAO revoked due to education deemed suitable Prosecution initiated Prosecution 
outcome (e.g. conviction, acquittal, withdrawn) Any other recorded outcome 
Total 11,  
Returned to school- 5,  
Breach letter less than 5,  
Court less than 5 
 
6) Reasons for Section 437(1) or 37(1) Notices Please provide the recorded 
reasons for serving Section 437(1) notices in Question 3. 
This should include any internal categories, codes, or descriptors used (e.g. 
insufficient information, provided written information but chose not to meet, 
refusal to provide photos to back up a written report, no response, etc.). 
 
Where no formal categories exist, please provide a summary based on case 
records. 
Total 23 
Insufficient evidence provided 10 
No evidence provided 13 
 
7) Resolution Following Section 437(1) or 37(1) In cases where no further action 
was taken following a Section 437(1) notice, or where the authority accepted the 
education as suitable, please state what actions led to that decision (e.g. written 
report, meeting, home visit, samples of work, etc.). 
7 school transfer forms completed awaiting a school placement 
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8 on a school roll 
Less than 5 provided suitable evidence 
 
8) SAO/AO Revocation Prior to Court 
For SAOs/AOs that were revoked prior to court proceedings, please provide the 
reasons for revocation, including what evidence or specific actions led to the 
decision. (e.g. written report, meeting, home visit, samples of work, etc.). 
Nil 
 
9) Recording Practices 
a) Does your authority record EHE and CME as mutually exclusive categories? 
Yes 
b) Can a child be recorded as CME while also being known to be home educated? 
No 
c) Does your authority maintain a record of children who have moved between 
EHE and CME categories? 
Yes 
d) If yes, what is the process for this classification? 
The parent is notified in writing that there is no evidence of education and that the child’s 
name will be removed from the EHE register and placed on the CME register 
 
10) Home Visits 
a) How many EHE families had a home visit between 1 October 2025 and 1 April 
2026 
866 
b) How many families had more than one visit in this time period? 
233 
 
11) SEN - 
a) how many of the known home educators in question 1 have an EHCP? 
80 
b) how many have known SEND without an EHCP? 
60 
 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests Via email.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask 
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and 
address it to: 
 
Barnsley MBC 
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Information Requests Team 
PO Box 634 
Barnsley 
S70 9GG 
email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 
can be contacted at: - 
 
Customer Services Team 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC 
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