Metropolitan Borough Council

2 BARNSLEY

My Ref: FOI14497

Your Ref:

Date: 03/06/2025

Enquiries to: Information Requests

E-Mail: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

Dear Requester,

Re: Request for Information — Freedom of Information Act 2000

| wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you
requested.

The information requested and our findings are as follows: -

| am writing to request access to the most up-to-date version of Barnsley
Council’s register of licensed Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs), as well as
any related information held by the Council that may be relevant to the public
interest and community research.

This information is being sought for inclusion in a non-commercial Local
Information Library to support housing transparency and public understanding of
residential occupancy types within the Barnsley borough.

Specifically, | would be grateful to receive:

1. The full HMO register including:
- Property addresses
- Licence holder names and correspondence addresses
- Manager details (if applicable)
- Licence start and expiry dates
- Maximum permitted occupiers and room breakdowns

The link to the publicised list relating to HMO’s can be found here:

Licenced HMO list

2. Any recent or pending enforcement actions, notices, or decisions concerning
HMOs within the last 12 months

After considering your request | have decided to refuse it under Section 12(1) of the
Freedom of Information Act. This is because it is estimated that the time taken to
provide the information would exceed the appropriate limit of £450, equivalent to 18
hours of staff time.


mailto:informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnsley.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2Fzebimlz3%2Flicenced-hmos-public-register.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CInformationRequests%40barnsley.gov.uk%7C933718da7bce4bd34a9b08ddb893daff%7Cba6a247133404314a96948d8cdc4c4f8%7C0%7C0%7C638869667397326770%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7u1HDQ7AfwiBrw07hmNHw7K99DkV2v6jctwxKpyOir4%3D&reserved=0

Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act is a provision which allows a public
authority to refuse to comply with the request for information where the cost of
compliance is estimated to exceed a set limit known as the appropriate limit.

The rationale for this is that the case management system employed by the Council
does not easily permit scrutiny of cases by outcomes such as penalties or notices. A
physical trawl of all actions listed against all cases involving a HMO would be required to
determine an answer.

3. Any publicly available planning applications relating to HMOs

All planning applications relating to HMO’s can be found on our website via this link

https://planningexplorer.barnsley.gov.uk/

If any portion of this request needs to be made formally under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000, please treat this letter as such. | am happy to receive the
data in electronic format (PDF, CSV, or Excel preferred), and | am open to
clarification if required.

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests Via email.
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and
address it to:

Barnsley MBC

Information Requests Team

PO Box 634

Barnsley

S70 9GG

email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner
can be contacted at: -

Customer Services Team
Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT

(©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

This information is a relevant copyright work for the purposes of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. It is owned solely by Barnsley
Metropolitan Borough Council but you are able to use and re-use it freely without charge, including for commercial purposes, in accordance
with the terms of the Open Government Licence found at The National Archives Website http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence

You can also write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU

When re- using the information please ensure that you:

Acknowledge the copyright and source of the information by including the following attribution statement: "Contains Barnsley Metropolitan
Borough Council information (©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council. Licensed under the Open Government Licence."

Include the same acknowledgement in any sub-licences you grant, and a requirement that any further sub-licences do the same.

Do not use the information in a way that suggests that Barnsley Council endorses you or your use of the information.

The information is licensed "as is" . Barnsley Council is not liable for any errors or omissions in the information and shall not be liable for any
loss, injury or damage of any kind caused by its use.

PO Box 634, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 9GG
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Wilmslow
Cheshire
SK9 5AF

Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints

Kind regards,

Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC
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