
 
 

My Ref: FOI5006 
Enquiries to: Information Requests 
E-Mail:              informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk 

 

Dear Requester, 

Re: Request for Information – Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
I wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you 
requested. 
 
The information requested and our findings are as follows: -  
 
Your questions and my findings are as follows:-  
 
Please treat this as a request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Timeframe: 1 April 2002 to 31 March 2015 (or the closest available period covering 
Barnsley’s Decent Homes programme and early Barnsley Homes Standard years).  
 
1) Contracts & ownership  
 
a) Please list the principal contractors (including any in-house delivery) engaged 

for Decent Homes and subsequent Barnsley Homes Standard works during 
this timeframe.  

 
The Contractors engaged in the delivery of works were; 
Mears 
Inspace 
Connaught 
Lovell 
Keepmoat 
Kier 
Construction Services (Berneslai Homes in house repairs team) 
 
b) Please provide the relevant contract clauses/schedules that set out ownership 
and treatment of “materials arising”, salvage and scrap (e.g., copper 
pipe/cylinders, brass, cable). Where possible, confirm who owned these materials 
and whether any proceeds were required to be credited to the contract and/or 
Housing Revenue Account.  
 
The following clauses could be viewed as those relevant to the request (Which were 
included in all Decent Homes works contracts); 
 
p22 (100.12.4) No vehicle engaged in the provision of the works shall at any time carry 
any waste material of any kind whatsoever other than waste material collected by the 
Contractor in the course of providing the works 
  
p46 of Strategic Partnering Brief (Sections 1-18)  
18.27 All debris to be removed from each property on a daily basis.  Care must be taken 
to keep the site clean and tidy at all times. All skips to be lockable 
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p86. A31 Provision, content and Use of Documents. Terms used in Refurbishment / 
Alteration.  (311) REMOVE means disconnect, dismantle as necessary and remove the 
stated element, work or component and all associated accessories, fastenings, 
supports, linings and bedding materials, and dispose of unwanted materials.  It does not 
include removing associated pipework, wiring, ducting or other services.  
  
p99. A33 Quality Standards/Control.  Work at /or after completion.  610 Generally - 
bullet points 3 & 4 point refer to removal of all temporary markings, coverings and 
protective wrappers and - removal of all splashes, deposits, efflorescence, rubbish and 
surplus materials consequent upon on the completion of the works. 
 
p106 Security/Safety/Protection.  (291) 5 bullet points detailing requirement to remove 
all waste via an approved tip and hazardous waste via an approved provider, and to 
retain waste transfer notes.  No reference to ownership or costs 
 
p118 Prime Contractor's General Cost Items - Services and Facilities.  (165) Disposal of 
Waste.  ...Prime Contractor is the producer of waste onsite and as such will be held 
responsible for the safe production and disposal of the waste together with that 
produced by any Sub-Contractor employed by him onsite. 
 
p122 Section 21.  (21.0) Technical Specifications, Materials and Workmanship.  Old 
Materials - states that all materials ensuing from the pulling down, and the works of 
alterations, are unless otherwise stated, to become the property of the Prime 
Contractor...also states that contractor bears the cost of removal 
 
p123, Drainage and Sanitary Goods to be Carted Away,  Where Sanitary fittings are 
described as to be taken out, prices are to include for removing fittings complete...All old 
drains, gullies, manholes etc., where excavated are to be carted away and shall not be 
reused on site for any purpose 
 
Strategic Partnering Brief Sections 22-22 & Appendices; Section 22. Activity Pricing 
Schedules - Pricing Summaries Prelims.  16 identified work types.  ''Constructors must 
allow all their Site Overheads/Preliminaries costs for both fixed and time related charges 
and all relevant items contained in Section SMM7 together with all costs relating to the 
following items;'' Rubbish Disposal costs are listed as chargeable or not and at what 
rate. 
 
2) Policies/procedures Please provide any policies, procedures or guidance in 
force during the timeframe covering: • disposal/recycling of metals removed 
during capital works; • requirements for weighbridge tickets, waste transfer notes 
and scrap sale invoices/credits; • any requirement to use a nominated 
waste/recycling partner.  
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Berneslai Homes have advised that the policies and procedures applicable at the time 
are no longer available as the retention period of 6 years has been exceeded. It should 
be noted that the retention period for Berneslai Homes was amended in 2023 from 6 
years to 12 years, however this data proceeds this change. 
 
 
3) Records & income For the same period, please provide: • any available annual 
summaries of quantities (tonnes) of metals removed from housing capital 
programmes; • ledgers/summaries evidencing income from scrap metal arising 
from these works and confirmation of where such income was credited (e.g., 
HRA/capital programme). If detailed ticket-level data is voluminous, I am happy to 
receive annual totals with one month of example documentation per year.  
 
Berneslai Homes have advised that the policies and procedures applicable at the time 
are no longer available as the retention period of 6 years has been exceeded. 
 
4) Audit/assurance Please provide any internal audit reports, external audit 
references, board papers or management reports that considered compliance 
with scrap/waste procedures for these programmes, including any findings or 
recommendations.  
 
The Council’s Corporate Assurance have advised that none of this information is 
available as the retention period of 6 years has been exceeded. 
 
5) Retention/absence If any records are unavailable, please state the records 
retention policy, what was destroyed, and when/why.  
 
The retention periods for the above information is 6 years. 
 
If parts of this request would exceed the appropriate limit under Section 12, 
please advise how I can refine it (for example, limit to 2007–2011 and/or to named 
contractors), and process the remainder. I would prefer to receive the information 
electronically (PDFs/Excel where applicable). 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests Via email. 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask 
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and 
address it to: 
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Barnsley MBC 
Information Requests Team 
PO Box 634 
Barnsley 
S70 9GG 
email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 
can be contacted at: - 
 
Customer Services Team 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC 
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