My Ref: FOI/ 4635
Enquiries to: Information Requests
E-Mail: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

Dear Requester,

Re: Request for Information — Freedom of Information Act 2000

| wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you
requested.

The information requested and our findings are as follows: -

Please provide the following data for the period from 12 February 2024 to the date
of your response.

Planning Application Decisions:
« The total number of planning applications refused where failure to meet the
statutory Biodiversity Net Gain requirement was a primary or contributing
reason for refusal.

There have been no applications refused within the specified period where failure to
meet the statutory Biodiversity Net Gain requirement was a primary or contributing
reason for refusal. Where applications have been subject to BNG, they have either
submitted relevant supporting information, or this has been requested following
validation and submitted later in the application process.

« The total number of planning applications that have been delayed or had a
decision withheld pending the submission or approval of a satisfactory
BNG plan.

BNG plans are submitted to discharge the biodiversity gain condition and aren’t required
at the application stage.

e Length of Delays:

o For the applications delayed due to BNG requirements (as identified in
question 1), what has been the average length of the delay, measured in
weeks, from the initial target decision date?

We don’t have any formal statistics on the reason for delays of applications and the
average length of delay as the reasons for delays can be very wide ranging for a
planning application.

BNG Enforcement:
« The total number of enforcement actions or formal investigations the
council has initiated related to non-compliance with BNG obligations on
approved developments.
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None within the specified period.

« The total number of financial penalties or fines that have been issued by
the council for breaches of BNG requirements and the total monetary value
(£) of these penalties.

None within the specified period.

Reasons for Planning Delays (Context):

o Alist of the five most common reasons cited for delays in determining
planning applications within your council since 12 February 2024. If
possible, please indicate the percentage of total delays each reason
accounts for, to help contextualise the impact of BNG relative to other
factors.

As mentioned previously we don’t have any formal statistics on the reason for delays of
applications and the average length of delay as the reasons for delays can be very wide
ranging for a planning application.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and
address it to:

Barnsley MBC

Information Requests Team

PO Box 634

Barnsley

S70 9GG

email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner
can be contacted at: -

Customer Services Team
Information Commissioner’s Office
Woycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF
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Metropolitan Borough Council but you are able to use and re-use it freely without charge, including for commercial purposes, in accordance
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When re- using the information please ensure that you:

Acknowledge the copyright and source of the information by including the following attribution statement: "Contains Barnsley Metropolitan
Borough Council information (©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council. Licensed under the Open Government Licence."

Include the same acknowledgement in any sub-licences you grant, and a requirement that any further sub-licences do the same.

Do not use the information in a way that suggests that Barnsley Council endorses you or your use of the information.

The information is licensed "as is" . Barnsley Council is not liable for any errors or omissions in the information and shall not be liable for any
loss, injury or damage of any kind caused by its use.
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Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints

Kind regards,

Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC
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