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Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 
Children’s Services Directorate         

A      

 
 
 
       

                              

 
BARNSLEY SCHOOLS FORUM 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FORUM HELD ON TUESDAY 
18th MARCH 2025   
 
PRESENT 
 
Headteacher and Board Representatives  
  
Victoria Harrison, Jonny Mitchell, Simon Tabbner and Joe Woffinden         
 
Governor Representatives 
 
Peter Bell and Margaret Gostelow      
  
Nursery Provision Representative   
 
Simon Sykes 
 
Early Years Representative 
 
Connor Halstead 
 
Further Education and 14 – 19 Years Provision Representative 
 
Tom Smith  
 
Special and Alternative Provision Representative 
 
Josh Greaves (Chair for today’s meeting) and George Wild 
 
Officers  
 
Katharine Knowles Strategic Finance Business Partner (Core 

Services Directorate) Barnsley MBC 
 
Helen Perrin Principal Accountant (Core Services) 

Barnsley MBC 
 
 
Officers (continued) 
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Nina Sleight Service Director (Education, Early Start and 
Prevention) Barnsley MBC  

 
Anna Turner Head of Education and Partnerships, 

Barnsley MBC 
 
Shafeek Khan Secretary to the Barnsley Schools Forum 
 
Also in attendance 
 
Eleanor Cooper Governor Services Adviser (Education, 

Early Start and Prevention) Barnsley MBC 
 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Formal apologies were submitted by Paul Crook, Sue Day, Councillor 
Peace, Michael Sanderson and Mel Szoke.      
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

As a serving Chair of a school governing body, Mrs Knowles declared an 
interest in relation to both reports which were to be considered at today’s 
meeting.  
 

3. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE SCHOOLS FORUM 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Forum held on 24th January 2025 were 
agreed and approved as a correct record, subject to noting the attendance 
of Mr Wild at the meeting.    
 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS 
MEETING 

 
No other matters arose during consideration of these minutes.  
 

5. REPORTS  
 

High Needs Block Budget and Funding Arrangements (2025/2026) 
 
Mrs Perrin presented a report on the confirmed funding settlement for the 
High Needs Budget in the Borough during the fotthcoming school year. 
This equated to an increase of £3.6 million compared to the latest position 
during the current school year or an increase amounting to 7% per head of 
the relevant population aged 2 to 18 years. In particular, Mrs Perrin 
commented on the following: 
 
• The final, confirmed percentage transfer of funding from the Schools 

Block to the High Needs Block for this period. 
• Level of the Minimum Funding Guarantee for special schools in the 

Borough, together with the assumptions underlying high needs place-
planning and top-up funding for both special (including resourced) and 
alternative provision .  
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• The context in which budget planning for the High Needs Block had 
taken place, amid rising demand for EHCPs and having to meet the 
education requirements of children and young people with complex 
needs within independent non-maintained special schools outside of 
the Borough. 

• Barnsley’s current level of compliance with the arrangements and 
conditions of the SEND ‘Safety Valve’ Agreement with the DfE, 
together with the revised, forecasted cumulative deficit in the High 
Needs Block and the actions to be taken to tackle this and newly, 
emerging risks via the DSG Management Plan.         

• The proposed funding levels for Post-16 provision, together with the 
funding contribution for SEND support services, including  speech and 
language therapy; children with communication and interaction 
difficulties, visual or hearing impairments and for those educated other 
than at school.      

 
Mr Greaves enquired whether the DfE’s Operational Guidance on the 
statutory override and enabling councils to keep deficits in the High Needs 
Block off their balance sheets would be continuing during 2025/26.   

 
RESOLVED:  

 
• The Schools Forum notes the high needs funding settlement, 

including the final, confirmed percentage transfer from the 
Schools Block, together with the proposed funding requirements, 
particularly in relation to the number of commissioned, specialist 
places and the payment of top- up funding to mainstream, special 
schools or academies and other providers and settings.    

• That an update on the continuation or otherwise of the statutory 
override concerning the exclusion of high needs block deficits 
from council’s budget statements and accounts be provided at 
the next meeting of the Forum.   

 
Special Educational Needs Performance and Finance Report (Quarter 3: 
2024/25) 

 
Ms Sleight presented the latest quarterly SEND Performance and Finance 
report to the Forum and commented on the following: 

 
• The Service’s response to meeting rising demand for EHCPs and SEN 

support in schools. 
• Performance in the issuing of EHCPs continued to be better than the 

National Average whilst the timeliness of assessments and reviews 
remained compliant with statutory timescales.    

• The steps being taken through our sufficiency plan, to increase places 
for children with SEND within local, mainstream provision, including the 
availability of central government capital grant funding for schools to 
adapt accommodation, so as to reduce reliance upon independent, 
non-maintained special school places outside of the Borough. .  

• The development of the Local Area Inclusion Plan and SEND Self-
Evaluation Framework as part of continually improving the quality of 
practice and provision. 
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• Our progress against the conditions of the SEND ‘Safety Valve’ 
Agreement during this period, including the action being taken to 
manage  the cumulative deficit and emerging cost pressures in the 
High Needs Block. 

• The budget forecast position for related budgets, including home to 
school transport. 

 
Ms Sleight referred to the impending local area inspection of SEND 
Services and when this was likely to occur. Reference was also made to 
current developments on the commissioning and opening of new SEND 
and AP Free Schools, including ongoing discussions between the Local 
Authority and DfE on the steps being taken to mitigate the effect of any 
delays, through use of our placement sufficiency strategy. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
• The Schools Forum notes the latest quarterly SEND Performance 

and Finance Report. 
 
6. AGENDA ITEMS FOR DECISION 

 
No reports requiring a decision by the Schools Forum were submitted at 
today’s meeting. 
 

7. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
 

No confidential reports were submitted for the Forum’s consideration at 
today’s meeting. 
 

8. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 
 

No urgent business was raised. Mr Greaves thanked Mr Khan who was 
attending his last meeting as Secretary, for his work in supporting the 
Forum. Mr Greaves also thanked members of the Forum for their 
attendance and contribution at today’s meeting.  

 
 

 
  

 
…………………………………………………………………… 
(Signed by the Chair of the Barnsley Schools Forum) 
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