
My Ref: FOI/ 5048 

Enquiries to: Information Requests 

E-Mail:              informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk 

Dear Requester, 

Re: Request for Information – Freedom of Information Act 2000 

I wish to confirm that the council has completed its search for the information which you 
requested. 

The information requested and our findings are as follows: - 

Use of ‘Freeman on the Land’, ‘Sovereign Citizens' or Similar Arguments in 
Council Tax Matters Note: for the purposes of this request, ‘Freeman or similar 
arguments’ refers to a recurring, distinctive set of unorthodox arguments or 
claims which lack a recognised legal basis. These arguments may rely on 
idiosyncratic or selective interpretations of historical legal texts (such as the 
Magna Carta) and are typically used to dispute legal processes and obligations, 
such as the payment of Council Tax. Barnsley Council addresses such arguments 
on its website at: https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/council-tax/your-council-
tax-bill/. 

If possible, could you please provide responses to the following: 

A. Frequency and Volume 

1. How often has your Local Authority received correspondence or enquiries 
involving 'Freeman' or similar arguments in relation to Council Tax in the 
past 12 months? (Please indicate whether this is approximately daily, 
weekly, monthly, every few months, etc.) 

The Council does not hold this information, statistics are not recorded on the 
subject. 

2. Approximately how many total enquiries of this nature has your Local 
Authority received over the past 12 months? 

The Council does not hold this information. 

3. Has your authority observed any trend (increase, decrease, or stability) in 
the frequency of such enquiries over the past 5 years? 

The Council does not hold this information 
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This information is a relevant copyright work for the purposes of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. It is owned solely by Barnsley 

Metropolitan Borough Council but you are able to use   and re-use it freely without charge, including for commercial purposes, in accordance 
with the terms of the Open Government Licence found at The National Archives Website http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence    
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When re- using the information please ensure that you: 

Acknowledge the copyright and source of the information by including the following attribution statement: "Contains Barnsley Metropolitan 
Borough Council information (©) Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council. Licensed under the Open Government Licence." 
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Do not use the information in a way that suggests that Barnsley Council endorses you or your use of the information. 
The information is licensed "as is" . Barnsley Council is not liable for any errors or omissions in the information and shall not be liable for any 

loss, injury or damage of any kind caused by its use. 

PO Box 634, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 9GG 

B. Nature of Arguments 

4. Based on your records (e.g. any template responses, case notes), what are 
the most common types of arguments presented in this correspondence? 
(For example: claims about tax being contractual, use of Magna Carta or 
other historical legal texts, arguments based on ‘common law’ or ‘natural 
law’, etc.) 

The Council does not record any statistics on the type or subject of these 
contacts received. Any that are would be saved against the relevant account 
however we have no way of searching for these without knowing who the person 
is presenting such arguments to be able to locate them. 

5. Please provide any example texts or descriptions (redacted if necessary) 
from correspondence involving such arguments, as reasonably possible 
within the time and cost limits of the FOI Act. 

The Council will hold contacts from individuals presenting such arguments 
however as referenced in Q4 we have no way of searching for these without 
knowing who submitted them to search in their account. 

To locate any contacts without this information would require an extensive search 
through individual accounts on the council tax system which would exceed the 
reasonable cost limit of £450, equivalent to 18 hours of staff time, and therefore 
Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 applies. 

6. Does your authority record whether claimants citing such arguments 
mention housing, health or financial hardship issues? If so, do individuals 
making ‘Freeman’ or similar arguments also tend to reference any of these 
issues? 

The Council does not record this specific information. 

C. Organisational Response 

7. What is your authority’s typical response strategy to this type of 
correspondence? (For example: standardised template replies, legal 
escalation, etc.) 

Any individual attempting to dispute their liability for council tax via these methods 
is directed to the statement on the website: Your Council Tax bill 

The standard process for council tax recoveries is followed if they fail to pay their 
bill. 
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8. Does your authority have a formal written policy or staff training materials 
for responding to such arguments? If so, please provide copies or links to 
the relevant documents. 

The council does not have any formal policies or training materials on this topic. 

9. Are you aware of any court cases or legal actions involving your authority 
and individuals citing these arguments in the context of Council Tax? If 
yes, please provide: - Number of cases, - Year(s), - Court(s), - Outcomes (if 
known). 

It is possible that some individuals citing ‘freeman of the land’ arguments may 
have had recovery actions escalate to the courts but we would not hold any 
specific statistics on this. 

D. Operational Impact 

10.Has your authority recorded or assessed the level of impact that ‘Freeman’ 
or similar arguments have had on council operations, particularly in 
relation to Council Tax administration? If so, please indicate whether the 
impact has been characterised as minimal, moderate, significant, or 
otherwise. 

No assessments have been carried out. 

11.Has your authority logged or documented any operational challenges 
associated with these types of enquiries (e.g. high enquiry volume, 
repeated correspondence, resource strain, complaints, or staff safety 
issues)? If so, please provide details or relevant excerpts from 
documentation, as reasonably possible within the FOI time and cost limits. 
Redacted or anonymised material is acceptable. 

No 

12.Has your authority received or recorded ‘Freeman’ or similar arguments in 
other service areas (e.g. parking enforcement, planning, business rates, 
housing)? If recorded, please indicate the departments or services 
involved. 

It is possible that the council has received contacts to other departments however 
we do not record this information in any way that can produce statistics. 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact Information Requests via email 
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Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 

If you are unhappy with the way the Directorate has handled your request, you may ask 
for an internal review. Please clearly mark your correspondence ‘Complaint’ and 
address it to: 

Barnsley MBC 
Information Requests Team 
PO Box 634 
Barnsley 
S70 9GG 
email: informationrequests@barnsley.gov.uk 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 
can be contacted at: - 

Customer Services Team 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

Email: http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints 

Kind regards, 

Information Requests Team, Barnsley MBC 
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